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direct indicators of agency family domain of agency economic domain of agency community/political domain of agency

“Power within” Household 
decision-making

Freedom of 
movement

Freedom from 
violence

Timing of 
marriage and 
childbearing

Contraceptive use Labor force 
participation

Income 
generation from 
entrepreneurship

Participation 
in politics and 
community 
decision-making

Voting behavior Participation in 
groups and ties in 
the community
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Information sharing Little evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence Moderate evidence

Mass media intervention Little evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence

Community mobilization Moderate evidence Little evidence

Engaging men Moderate evidence Strong evidence Moderate evidence

Technical skills Little evidence Little evidence Strong evidence

Empowerment/life/soft skills Little evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence Strong evidence

Adolescent girls programs Strong evidence Little evidence Strong evidence Strong evidence Moderate evidence Moderate evidence

Microcredit Strong evidence Moderate evidence Strong evidence Moderate evidence

Savings (including groups) Little evidence Moderate evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence Strong evidence Moderate evidence

Business grant Moderate evidence

Transfers Moderate evidence Strong evidence3 Little evidence Strong evidence Strong evidence5 Little evidence Strong evidence

Access to jobs/employment Moderate evidence1 Little evidence Moderate evidence

Graduation approach Little evidence Strong evidence Little evidence Strong evidence Strong evidence

Microcredit plus Moderate evidence Little evidence Little Evidence

Savings plus Strong evidence Strong evidence Moderate evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence Moderate evidence Little evidence

Business grants plus Little evidence Little evidence Little evidence

Vocational training plus Little evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence

Other bundled model Moderate evidence Little evidence Little evidence Little evidence Moderate evidence

Access to childcare Moderate evidence

Land/property regulations Little evidence Little evidence6 Little evidence3

Gender quotas Strong evidence1, 2 Little evidence4 Little evidence Strong evidence3

More than 4 studies, supported by 
approximately three-quarters of more  
of the studies

More than 4 studies, mixed evidence More than 4 studies, supported by 
approximately three-quarters of  
more of the studies

More than 4 studies, approximately  
three-quarters or more of the studies 
show null results

3-4 studies; all or 3 out of 4 studies show  
positive results

3-4 studies; 2 out of 3 or 2 out of 4 
studies show positive results

3-4 studies; all or 3 out of 4 studies show 
negative results

3-4 studies; all or 3 out of 4 studies show  
null results

1-2 studies; all show positive results 1-2 studies with mixed results 1-2 studies; all show negative results 1-2 studies; all show null results

strong evidence

positive impacts mixed negative impacts null

moder ate evidence

little evidence

1 Strong evidence of positive effects in India.
2 Effect size: large effects only in India.
3 Includes unconditional cash transfers (UCTs), conditional cash transfers (CCTs), and  

in-kind transfers. For CCTs, there was strong evidence of positive effects; For UCTs  
and in-kind transfers, evidence from a few studies showed null effects.

4 Effect size: consistently small.
5 Effect size: consistently large.
6 Includes a study on marriage laws.

https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=23
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=32
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=32
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=39
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=39
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=43
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=43
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=53
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=53
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=53
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=58
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=61
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=61
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=69
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=69
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=69
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=76
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=76
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=76
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=76
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=80
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=81
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=81
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/research-paper/gender_womens-agency-review_2020-march-05.pdf#page=81

